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From the Union Minister

From the Union Minister of State

Faecal Sludge Management is an important component of sustainable 
rural sanitation and is vital for both protection of public health and clean 
environment.  We need to continue focusing on community participation 
where SHGs and Panchayats adopt context-specific, need based and 
appropriate technologies that make faecal sludge management solu-
tions viable, inclusive and long-lasting. 

Interaction with State/UTs on Innovative Faecal Sludge Management 
Models under Swachh Bharat Mission-Grameen on 7th January 2026.

The credit of the work being done under SBM(G) goes to the collective action 
of State/UTs, Panchayats, and communities. While the progress achieved 
under SBM(G) is commendable, the way ahead must focus on deepening 
behavior change, strengthening O&M systems, and empowering youth and 
women as leaders of Swachhata. We should focus on embracing innova-
tion and persistence, with Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas at the 
core, along with continued engagement of sanitation workers and VWSCs. 

SBM(G) Round Table Conference on 1st September 2025
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The work being done in rural sanitation and water reflects a holistic ap-
proach, where Gram Panchayats are at the centre of service delivery. Un-
der the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen), this has meant focusing on 
decentralised, community-led systems, supported by convergence, use 
of technology and sustainability to ensure long-term outcomes. This ap-
proach also ensures that communities take ownership of assets and ser-
vices, which is critical for sustaining gains over time.

Sri Lankan Parliamentary Delegation Visit on 26th March 2026

Under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen), besides infrastructure cre-
ation, the focus is on sustaining outcomes through stronger self sustain-
able and community driven operation and maintenance (O&M) systems, 
ensuring long-term functionality of sanitation assets. Progress in achiev-
ing ODF Plus (Model) status for villages remain an enduring commitment 
under the programme and should be aimed at by all States and UTs.

Sh. Ashok K K Meena

Smt. Aishvarya Singh

From the Secretary’s Desk

Joint Secretary & Mission Director
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Month End Overview

A. Programme Highlights
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As on 31st March, 2026

•	 ODF Plus (Model) declared Villages: Over 5 lakhs

•	 Villages reported having arrangements for Greywater 
Management: Over 5.4 lakhs

•	 Villages reported having arrangements for Solid Waste 
Management: Over 5.3 lakhs

•	 Blocks covered with Plastic Waste Management Units: 5400

•	 Under GOBARdhan, 1120 Community / Cluster level biogas 
plants under SBM(G) have been constructed since the 
launch of the scheme.

Glimpses from the Planned Appraisal Committee (PAC) meetings for Review of Annual  
Implementation Plan of States/UTs held at DDWS in February and March 2026



•	 Art and craft activities using waste ma-
terials and demonstrations on safe food 
and drinking water hygiene were con-
ducted at the Children’s Home, Bobbili.

•	 Cleanliness drives and awareness ses-
sions on eliminating single use plastic 
were carried out at Rose Children’s Home  

•	 Review and cleanliness inspection activ-
ities conducted at the AWC premises in 
Leh district by Supervisors/CDPOs 

•	 Storytelling and drawing competitions on 
hygiene conducted at the Thingsulthliah 
ICDS Project

•	 Cleanliness inspections of AWC premis-
es carried out at the ICDS Project Taisuru, 
District Kargil, Ladakh.

•	 Plantation drives conducted at Little 
Wood Girls Home 

•	 ‘Waste to Wonder’ competition organized 
by NCW to spread awareness about re-
cycling waste.

•	 Awareness activities using storytelling, 
and role plays on hygiene were conduct-
ed under ICDS Project Chicktan in Kargil 
District, Ladakh.

•	 Demonstrations on personal hygiene 
conducted at AWCs under the Reiek ICDS 
Project.

•	 Wall paintings with Swachhata mes-
sages developed and deep cleaning of 
rooms, toilets, kitchens, and surrounding 
areas undertaken at the One Stop Centre, 
Lahaul & Spiti.

•	 Cleaning of toilets and handwashing ar-
eas was conducted under Mimbung Cir-
cle, Ngopa ICDS Project.

•	 Cleaning of Anganwadi premises (nu-
trition garden, floors, walls, toilets, etc.) 
carried out at Phaizau by AWW, Mothers’ 
Committees, and beneficiaries.

•	 Waste segregation and plastic-free ini-
tiatives were implemented at Anganwadi 
centres in Phalhrang I.

•	 Waste segregation and cleanliness ac-
tivities conducted at Ainak AWC

i. Ministry of Women and Child Development

B. Swachhata Pakhwada in March 2026

Participating Ministries /Departments in March 
as per Swacchata Pakhwada 2026 Calendar

i.	 Ministry of Women and Child Development
ii.	 Ministry of Textiles
iii.	 Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
iv.	 Ministry of Steel



Onground action capturing Swachhata Pakhwada

Ministry of Women and Child Development: 
Cleaning of anganwadi premises including 

nutrition,garden walls and toilets

Ministry of Women and Child Development: Awareness activities using 
storytelling, and role plays on hygiene being conducted

Ministry of Women and Child  
Development: Demonstrations on  

personal hygiene conducted at AWCs

B. Swachhata Pakhwada in March 2026



•	 Swachhata Pakhwada 2026 concluded 
successfully with a mass plantation drive 
on 31 March 2026 at the NERIWALM cam-
pus.

•	 Cleanliness and hygiene sensitization ac-
tivities were conducted for CSMRS officers 
and staff, along with regular cleaning 
drives.

•	 Activities included removal of litter, 
sweeping of pathways, clearance of un-
wanted vegetation, and overall sanita-
tion of premises.

•	 A workshop on “Swachhata aur Pani” and 
a signature campaign organized at NERI-
WALM, along with plantation activities.

•	 Cleaning drives were carried out in the 
Committee Room at CSMRS.

•	 Cleaning activities were undertaken in 
and around Netaji Park at Tungabhadra 
Dam 

•	 Special drives focused on workplace 
cleanliness, disposal of old items/furni-
ture, and weeding out of old files were 
done.

•	 Essay writing competitions on “Swachh 
Bharat” were organized for MTS staff.

•	 Swachhata Shramdaan was conducted 
at HLC No. 2 Subdivision Office, Torangallu 
Colony and surrounding areas.

•	 Cleanliness drives including cleaning of 
corridors and toilets were undertaken at 
CSMRS.

•	 Plantation activities were carried out un-
der Swachhata Pakhwada and World 
Water Day

ii. Department of Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation 

Ministry of Jal Shakti

Onground action capturing Swachhata Pakhwada

Department of Water Resources, River Development and 
Ganga Rejuvenation Ministry of Jal Shakti: Cleaning of Open Parking Area 

and Approach Road of NERIWALM Campus

B. Swachhata Pakhwada in March 2026



•	 Plantation drive was conducted by ME-
CON at the VIP Guest House.

•	 Nationwide mega plogging drives was 
organized near residential camp colonies 
at mining locations.

•	 Swachhata rallies were conducted for 
awareness among local communities.

•	 Swachhata seminars were conducted by 
doctors in schools near mining areas.

•	 Painting competitions were organized at 
MOIL DAV, RNT Schools

•	 Senior officials of MSTC, including CMD, 
Directors, and CVO, participated in plan-
tation activities.

•	 Awareness programmes on hygiene for 
middle school girls, including distribution 
of sanitary pads, conducted at A.G. Bal 
Vikas School, Sungi.

•	 Awareness programmes on sanitation 
and essay writing competitions were 
conducted in Sungi village for children 
and the community.

•	 A selfie booth was installed at the World 
Trade Centre premises.

•	 Hygiene training sessions conducted at 
worksites by doctors, covering general 
hygiene and harmful effects of plastic 
usage.

•	 A seminar on Swachhata was organized 
at MSTC Corporate Office, New Delhi, by 
Prajapita Brahma Kumaris.

iii. Ministry of Steel

Onground action capturing Swachhata Pakhwada

Ministry of Steel: Swachhata seminar orga-
nized by doctors in schools close to mines

B. Swachhata Pakhwada in March 2026

Ministry of Steel: Plantation drive was con-
ducted for promoting Swachhata Pakhwada.



i. Sri Lankan Parliamentary Delegation 
Visits DDWS

A parliamentary delegation from Sri Lanka 
visited the Department of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation (DDWS) on 26th March as 
part of its study tour to understand India’s 
experience in rural drinking water and san-
itation. Senior officials from DDWS high-
lighted India’s approach of implementing 
national programmes through States/UTs 
and empowering Gram Panchayats for 
last-mile service delivery under the Jal Je-
evan Mission and Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Grameen).

Addressing the delegation, Secretary, 
DDWS, Shri Ashok K. K. Meena said that In-
dia’s approach focuses on enabling Gram 
Panchayats to deliver services effective-
ly at the grassroots, supported by strong 

convergence, use of technology and sus-
tainable design. He highlighted key learn-
ings including decentralised service deliv-
ery, community ownership, and long-term 
sustainability through greywater manage-
ment and resource reuse.

Presentations by JJM and SBM(G) divi-
sions covered progress in rural tap water 
coverage and the transition of sanitation 
efforts from ODF to ODF Plus (Model) vil-
lages, with a focus on waste management 
and sustained behaviour change. The visit 
concluded with an interactive discussion 
on cost-effective solutions, with both sides 
agreeing to continue knowledge exchange 
and collaboration in water and sanitation.

C. Events & Activities



ii. SBM(G)’s Thematic Session at 
Jal Mahotsav 2026

The thematic session on sustainable grey-
water management (GWM) at Jal Ma-
hotsav 2026, held on 11th March 2026 at 
Vigyan Bhawan, was led and moderated 
by Ms. Aishvarya Singh, Joint Secretary & 
Mission Director, Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Grameen). The session positioned grey-
water management as a key cross-cut-
ting area between sanitation and water, 
linking outcomes under SBM(G) and Jal 
Jeevan Mission. 

It brought together experts from NMCG, 
technical institutions, and grassroots 
leaders, including Sarpanches from Sik-
kim, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh, ensuring 
representation of on-ground experiences 
alongside policy perspectives. The discus-
sion highlighted the growing importance 
of greywater management in rural areas, 
particularly with increased access to func-
tional household tap connections, making 
its management critical for maintaining 
village cleanliness, preventing health risks, 
and ensuring environmental sustainability.

The session also emphasized a shift in 
perspective, i.e, viewing greywater not just 
as waste, but as a resource that supports 
groundwater recharge, water conservation 
and productive reuse. Under SBM(G) Phase 
II, greywater management is integral to 
achieving ODF Plus (Model) villages, with a 
focus on locally appropriate, low-cost and 
sustainable solutions at both household 
and community levels. Interventions such 
as soak pits, kitchen gardens, communi-
ty systems, and decentralized treatment 
models were highlighted.

The discussion underscored the role of 
Gram Panchayats, VWSCs and communi-
ties in sustaining these systems, while em-
phasising the need to move beyond asset 
creation towards sustained usage, opera-
tion and maintenance and stronger com-
munity ownership in the years ahead.

C. Events & Activities



i. Chhattisgarh’s JOSH District Movement

Rural sanitation is continuously evolv-
ing where various districts are develop-
ing practical, people-driven approaches 
to maintain cleanliness. One such effort 
gaining attention is Chhattisgarh’s JOSH 
(Journey of Sanitation Hygiene). 

Launched in January 2026 in the pres-
ence of the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture 
and ST, SC, OBC & Minority Development, 
Government of Chhattisgarh- Shri Ramvi-
char Netam, and Hon’ble Minister of Public 
Health and Family Welfare -Shri. Shyam Bi-
hari Jaiswal, Government of Chhattisgarh 
in the Manendragarh – Chirmiri – Bharat-
pur District, this campaign is a grassroots 
cleanliness initiative that focuses on im-
proving hygiene habits, strengthening 
community participation and creating 
cleaner public spaces.

This campaign draws from Madhya 
Pradesh’s WaSH on Wheels (WOW) model 
that was launched in September 2025. In 
both MP’s WOW model and Chhattisgarh’s 
JOSH, the focus is on providing trained 
sanitation workers with dignified, service 
based livelihood opportunities. This model 
encourages institutions (anganwadi cen-
tres, schools, panchayat offices and oth-
er government institutions) to avail these 
services and pay for the sanitation work, 
ensuring sustainability and regular income 
for the trained workers.

This model aims to strengthen sanitation 
systems across the district and is a re-
minder that cleanliness is not the job of 
only one department but requires com-
munity effort and jan bhagidari. Through 
this campaign, the focus is on emphasiz-
ing the regular cleaning of drains, streets, 
toilets and public spaces to avoid the 
build up of waste, thereby reiterating that 
cleanliness is not just an occasional exer-
cise. This campaign makes sanitation ac-
cessible and practical.

D. On-ground Stories from States/UTs



ii. Assam Using Art to Inspire Cleanliness

Across Assam, public spaces and sani-
tation assets are being transformed us-
ing art under SBM(G)'s Mission Chamak 
campaign. Community Sanitary Com-
plexes (CSCs), Individual Household La-
trines (IHHLs), and even flyovers are being 
painted with murals that carry messages 
on cleanliness, hygiene, and dignity. IHHLs 
are increasingly being adorned by bene-
ficiaries themselves, reflecting a sense of 
ownership and the “izzat ghar” sentiment. 
In many places, toilets are seen as an in-
separable part of the home.

CSCs are beautified using Assamese art 
forms, local elements, and folk narratives. 
In several locations, management com-
mittees have led these efforts, that have 
contributed to improved upkeep and us-
age. As part of this efforts, SBM(G) has 
transformed flyovers and public areas 
through graffiti and street art on various 
themes including plastic pollution, house-
hold waste segregation and safe sanita-
tion practices. The approach uses visu-
al communication to reinforce everyday 
practices. The use of locally relevant art 
also helps connect these messages to the 
community, making them easier to under-
stand and retain.

D. On-ground Stories from States/UTs



iii. Plastic Waste Used for Road Construction 
in Bihar under SBM(G)

A convergence model in Bihar under SB-
M(G) is transforming the way rural san-
itation and infrastructure are being ap-
proached. Districts such as Purnea, 
Khagaria and Aurangabad are converting 
plastic waste into durable roads. This col-
laboration between the Rural Development 
Department and Rural Works Department 
is not only addressing the problem of plas-
tic pollution but also strengthening rural 
connectivity. 

In Bihar, plastic waste is collected through 
door-to-door collection systems and is 
being processed at the 171 Plastic Waste 
Units (PWMUs) across the state. The pro-

cessed plastic primarily low-density and 
high-density plastics and PET waste is 
shredded and mixed with hot bitumen in 
a ratio of approximately 7–10% for use in 
road construction. The initiative has been 
implemented in three districts and a to-
tal of about 10–10.5 kilometers of roads 
has been constructed using plastic waste 
across these districts. 

The roads constructed using plastic waste 
have shown improved durability and resis-
tance to water damage, reducing mainte-
nance requirements over time. The State 
plans to expand this model to other dis-
tricts.

D. On-ground Stories from States/UTs



iv. Students in Navsari schools take up 
bio-degradable waste management

A sustainable waste management initia-
tive is being implemented across schools 
in Navsari where students actively convert 
biodegradable waste into compost, foster-
ing awareness, participation and environ-
mental responsibility right from the forma-
tive years. In Navsari District, schools are 
demonstrating how waste management 
can be integrated into everyday learning 
of students through a simple and effective 
approach of pot composting.

More than 2,000 students from 400 plus 
government and private schools are ac-
tively participating in this effort. Through 

daily involvement, students are learning 
how to segregate and understanding the 
value of recycling organic waste. 

So far, over 9,000 kg of biodegradable 
waste has been processed The compost 
generated is being used in school gardens 
and this application strengthens both 
learning and ownership among students.

Regular monitoring by Taluka staff and the 
surprise inspections by District officials en-
sure that the systems remain functional 
and effective.

D. On-ground Stories from States/UTs



v. CSC in Chhattisgarh- Self Sustainable 
Model with Revenue Generation

In Nagar Gram Panchayat, Badgaon-
pur Block, Koriya District, a self-sustain-
able model with revenue generation has 
been adopted for the Community Sanitary 
Complex (CSC). Three commercial spac-
es have been created adjacent to the CSC 
which were auctioned by the Gram Pan-
chayat (GP) for additional revenue gener-
ation. Attractive IEC paintings have been 
displayed on the walls of the CSCs. Oper-
ation and maintenance (O&M) are man-
aged by Gram Panchayat.

Under this model, Rs. 1.42 lakh has been 
collected through auction of the 3 shops 
by the GP. A monthly rental of Rs. 900 (Rs. 
300 per shop) is also being earned. The 
auction amount and monthly rent are be-
ing used for O&M of the CSCs. One of the 
shops has been given to a Self-Help Group 
(SHG) to sell locally produced products. 
Gram Panchayat is responsible for clean-
ing and maintenance of the CSCs. This 
model links revenue generation with O&M 
of sanitation assets at the Gram Pancha-
yat level.

D. On-ground Stories from States/UTs



vi. Andhra Pradesh using plastic 
as a tradeable commodity

Launched in 2025 in Guntur to tackle un-
segregated dry waste dumping, the model 
enables segregated, cleaned dry waste to 
be exchanged by village residents at the 
‘Swachha Ratham’ with consumables of 
choice such as dal, flour, detergent etc. 

The ‘Swachha Ratha Saradhi (SRS)’ man-
ages purchase of dry waste from individ-
uals and sells it to Swachha Bandhu, the 
designated scrap dealer. This approach 
promotes behaviour change through 
source segregation while reducing plastic 
waste and supporting a circular economy. 
The SRS receives a monthly remuneration 
of approximately Rs. 25,000 from Gram 
Panchayat funds.

There are over 700 vehicles that cover 660 
mandals and 53 large Gram Panchayats. 
Each vehicle operates for a minimum of 25 
days per month. 

For processing, all collection vehicles are 
mapped to existing Solid Waste Process-
ing Centre (SWPC), that ensures forward 
linkage. The linkages with formal recycling 
industries for lifting collected waste.

D. On-ground Stories from States/UTs



vii. Rajastan’s Bartan Bank: 
Reducing Single-Use Plastic

Rajasthan has introduced a scalable 
approach to reduce single-use plastic 
through the Bartan Bank model under SB-
M(G). Initiated in March 2025 at Mori Ka-
lan Gram Panchayat in Bherunda Block, 
Nagaur district, the model involves cre-
ating a bank of steel utensils at the Gram 
Panchayat level. These utensils consisting 
of plates, glasses, bowls, spoons and oth-
er items are made available for use during 
community events, meetings and social 
functions at nominal rates. The opera-
tion and maintenance of the Bartan Bank 
is managed by Rajivika women Self-Help 
Groups (SHGs), ensuring local ownership 
and regular upkeep.

The initiative has been implemented 
across 1,000 Gram Panchayats in its pilot 
phase. By providing an accessible alterna-
tive to disposable items, the model direct-
ly addresses the challenge of single-use 
plastic, especially during large gatherings 
such as weddings and community events. 
It supports a shift towards sustainable 
practices and encourages communities 
to adopt reusable solutions as part of daily 
and social activities.

The model is now in the process of being 
scaled up to an additional 530 Gram Pan-
chayats through MLA funds, with a view 
to expanding coverage across the state. 
It presents a cost-effective and practi-
cal solution that can be replicated across 
geographies to promote reduction in sin-
gle-use plastic and strengthen sustain-
able waste management practices.

D. On-ground Stories from States/UTs



01	ODF Plus

02	GOBARdhan

03	Greywater

04	Gram Panchayat

05	Segregation

06	Swachhata

07	Safety

08	Plastic Waste Management

09	ODF Sustainability

10	Jan Andolan

ANSWERS:

THE SBM(G) TERM?
Can You Guess

Read each clue and write the correct term.
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06
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I am the next stage after 
ODF, where villages sus-
tain sanitation outcomes 
through waste manage-
ment and visual cleanliness.

I am the local institution re-
sponsible for planning and 
sustaining sanitation at the 
village level.

I ensure dignity and protec-
tion for sanitation workers 
during their work.

I convert organic waste into 
useful resources like biogas 
and slurry, promoting waste 
to wealth.

I am the process of separat-
ing waste so that it can be 
managed effectively.

I deal with collection, seg-
regation, and proper recy-
cling of non-biodegradable 
waste.

I represent sanitation as a 
people’s movement involv-
ing everyone.

I am wastewater from kitch-
ens and bathrooms that 
needs proper management 
in villages.

I am not just an activity, but 
a daily habit and value pro-
moted by the mission.

I ensure that villages contin-
ue to remain free from open 
defecation over time.

E. Engagement Section



To contribute to the next issue of the Swachhata Samachar,
share your submission before the 15th of every month to sbmiec.ddws@gmail.com

Office of the Joint Secretary & Mission Director, SBM(G)
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Jal Shakti
Government of India.

4th Floor, Pandit Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003
Phone: 011-24362192 | Email: js-sbm@gov.in
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